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The excavation of the tomb of King Kaolie of Chu 2527 F at
Wuwangdun & F ] in 2020-24 represents one of the most
important archaeological discoveries in recent years. Although
the burial chambers had suffered looting damage from the
Tang dynasty through as late as 2015, impressive quantities

of artefacts have been recovered from the tomb including 154
bronze vessels, two sets of bells, numerous jade objects, oracle
shells, and about 200 bags of plant remains. The wooden
charhbers are exceptionally well preserved and bear ink writings
on many structural components. This is the only scientifically-
excavated Chu royal tomb, located in the eastern suburb of

the last Chu capital, Shouchun &% in Anhui Province. The
entombed King Kaolie (r. 262-238 BCE) is well-known for his
conquest of the state of Lu and for his leadership in the alliance
of the eastern states to resist Qin in 241 BCE. The discovery
raises important questions about the society and culture of the
highly volatile late Warring States period (480-221 BCE).
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Please RSVP by March 27th at www.tangcenter-columbia.org



