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This study identifies two textual strata in the “Zhao shijia” of the Shi ji: the “wo 我 stratum” and the 
“legendary stratum.” While the “wo stratum” points to the existence of Zhao local historical records, the 
“legendary stratum” reveals an interpretive framework that guides the chapter's presentation of the Zhao 
history toward the central concern and anxiety over the succession of lineage and power. The series of 
prophetic dreams and supernatural encounters that were emplotted in the narrative of Zhao history 
comprise this “legendary stratum” and point toward a key figure, King Wuling of Zhao, during whose 
time the Zhao state reached its pinnacle of power and prosperity. Accounts that are clearly fabrications, 
such as the story of the orphan of Zhao and later prophecies of the decline of the Zhao, show hidden 
connections to the personal experience of Sima Qian and to possible political dissent and discourses 
criticizing Emperor Wu of Han. In identifying such fabricated “empty writing” hidden in the chapter's 
framework of interpretive emplotment, this article aims to offer one way to read the Shi ji's account for 
the hereditary house of Zhao that follows a coherent pattern on the meta-level of historical narrative. 
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