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As  highly wvalued products and
materialized ideology, bronze objects in
the Shang period embodied sacred power
and were used by elites as ritual
paraphernalia to communicate authority
and legitimate elite positions. Many
scholars have assumed that elites in the
Shang capitals controlled the production
of bronze objects to gain prestige and
maintain power. This presentation
provides a case study about the possibility
of bronze production in the Daxinzhuang
site in Shandong, regarded by many
scholars as a peripheral area of the Shang
state. [ offer an alternative to the common
centralization model by emphasizing the agency of local elites and the broader social
networks and institutions that structure social interactions and internal state organization.
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